THE   SUN   AND  THE   SERPENT

The Devis were in most cases the wives of
Kshatriya chiefs, who became " sati," or were
burned with the bodies of their husbands ; but the
term is now applied to almost all female divinities,
The Naginis, as already mentioned, were the
wives of the Naga rajas.

These Devas and Nagas were the ancestors
of the present Hindu people, and they were the
popular deities of the epic poems, and of the early
Buddhist legends. It was over them that Indra
reigned, and over them, in the Himalaya, he
reigns still. 'Yet, by the orthodox Brahman,
these divinities are now considered as demons;
and they have been so described by European
writers, who derived their information from
Brahmanical sources. The worship of ancestors,
or of deified human beings, has prevailed through-
out the world, and even now it is far from being
extinct. -Arhats and rishis, saints and angels are
still reverenced, and even Mohammedanism has
its Pirs.

104